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Gymnastics or Massage in Therapeutics.—Dn. Saquet holds that 
massage is preferable to active movements, especially in joint troubles. 
In muscular atrophy of so-called articular origin, but which is more 
likely the result or disuse, massage produces results after several weeks; 
gpnnasties are less Important and less rapidly curative when employed 
a l°ne. It is necessary to remember that in massage normal movements 
are utilized and these are responsible for the cure. In the paralyses of 
children massage is found to be more rapid in producing good results 
than re-education. The results in the aged are less successful. Massage 
also is to be preferred to re-education in ataxic patients. In general, 
therefore, massage should be employed in preference to gymnastics, 
though the latter are successful in a limited number of cases. It is 
essential, however, that the masseur be a physician.— Gazette midicale 
de Nantes, 1904, No. 2, p. 21. 


Ichthargan.—-D r. A. Kronfeld has found that this drug, which is a 
combination of iclithyol and silver (containing 30 per cent, of the latter 
and 15 per cent, of sulphur), is a valuable audition to the antiblennor- 
rhagics now in use. Ichthargan is a brown powder, easily soluble in 
water, glycerin, and dilute alcohol. In acute gonorrhoea, in addition to 
prescribing rest and proper diet, the author prescribes the introduction 
once or twice a day of a drainage-tube impregnated with a 0.02 per 
cent, solution of ichthargan in gelatin. This tube is allowed to remain 
in the urethra until the gelatin has become dissolved. This usually 
takes from five to ten minutes. Then the tube is withdrawn. Such 
treatment is painless and produces good results. In chronic gonorrhoea 
a 0.02 per cent, solution of ichthargan is used as an injection. The 
qualities possessed by this drug, which should commend it to use, are 
its ability to act deep in the tissues, due to its iclithyol content and its 
astringent and antiseptic properties which it owes to the silver.— Th£ra- 
peutische Monatsheftc, 1904, No. 1, p. 32. 

Adre nalin in Gynecology.—M. H. Cramer considers that adrenalin' 
1:3000 applied upon tampons is efficacious in pruritus vulvce. In endo¬ 
metritis solutions of a strength of 1:1000 or 1:2000 applied before cau¬ 
terization causes an anaemia of the tissues and increase the efficacy of the 
treatment. The haemostatic action of the substance makes its applica¬ 
tion before curettement or the use of the actual cautery useful in inoper¬ 
able cancer of the cervix. When applied to the ulcerated surface for 
five minutes upon a tampon saturated with a 1:1000 solution or by an 
injection into the disea sed tissues of about forty-five minims, renders the 
operation comparatively bloodless. Swabbing the uterine cavity with 
a 1:2000 solution immediately after curettage produces a complete 
hsemostasis, which renders inspection through the dilated cervix an easy 
matter. — Revue frangaise de midecine el dc chirurgie, 1903, No. 8, 
p. 184. 


Treatment of Ozsena by Injections of Paraffin.—D r. E. J. Moure 
employs the following technique in the treatment of this affection. The 
material used melts at 60° C., although others advocate paraffin of a 
lower melting point. The syringe has a capacity of forty-five minims, 
and if its cylinder is of ivory it will be found to conduct the heat less 
than if of metal. The syringe properly sterilized and heated is filled 
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with the paraffin, which is injected at a temperature of 55° C. Holding 
the nasal speculum in place with the left hand, the mucous membrane 
is punctured and the paraffin slowly injected. Only one puncture 
should be made, lest the paraffin exude from the one first made. Rarely 
is it necessary to inject more than fifteen or thirty minims. The pos¬ 
terior portion of the inferior turbinate is the place of election for the 
puncture, although in certain cases other situations may be employed. 
Usually a single sitting only is necessary to bring the nasal fossa to its 
normal calibre, but supplementary injections _may be made, if indi¬ 
cated, a few weeks later. In all cases the injection should be made 
from behind forward. After the operation the odor of the nasal secre¬ 
tion soon becomes less foul and the crusts disappear, although in some 
cases nasal irrigations may be necessary as an adjunct to the treatment, 
and in cases of not too long standing complete cure results. The 
paraffin treatment seems to be superior to any other at present employed. 
—La scmaine mMicalc, 1904, No. 8, p. 61. 

Aristochine in Whooping-cough.—D r. Hermann Kittel sums_ up 
his observations in regard to the employment of this drug in whooping- 
cough thus: He has treated thirty-four patients, of which he considers 
twenty-five entirely cured. Seven others were improved and in two 
instances the treatment had not been of sufficient length for inference 
to be drawn. The duration of the treatment varied from six days to 
four weeks, and in infants less than a year old the results were particu¬ 
larly startling, the cure taking place very quickly. In older children 
recovery was less rapid, due, perhaps, to the employment of too small 
dosage. To achieve the best results treatment should be begun early 
in the disease. The children under one year old received three times 
a day one and one-half grains for each month of their age, witii fifteen 
grains as a maximum. Older children were given thirty grains three 
times a day. In no case was any untoward effect noticed.— Journal 
de mldccine de Paris, 1903, No. 52, p. 520. 

Collargol.— Dr. Auguste Guerin summarizes various reports upon 
this drug, as follows: When given by inunction in scarlet fever and 
measles the patients recover without complications. In fevers it causes 
an amelioration of the general state and seems to exercise certain resorp- 
tive powers. It causes the joint effusion of rheumatism and the effusion 
of pleurisy to disappear in an extraordinarily short time. In infectious 
endocarditis it has brought about recovery and seems to modify for 
the better the course of pneumonia. In typhoid fever and tuberculosis, 
unfortunately, it has not seemed to give benefit, but in erysipelas, 
puerperal fever, osteomyelitis, phlebitis, and other pus infections it 
seems to have a field of usefulness. It may be employed as an intra¬ 
venous injection in 1 per cent, solution, as a 15 per cent, ointment for 
inunction, or it may be given internally. The author inclines to the 
opinion that observers have been, perhaps, oversanguine concerning 
the drug and concludes that further and scientific observations upon 
it are needed.— Journal de viMecine de Bordeaux , 1903, No. 52, p. 845. 

Marmorek’s Serum in Tuberculosis.—M. Dieulafoy reports upon 
seven cases treated by this serum. Four of these were patients affected 
with pulmonary tuberculosis in different stages; two others had in 



